Nuclear functions for plasma membrane-associated proteins?
There are a growing number of observations that proteins, which were initially thought to perform a specific function in a given subcellular compartment, may also play additional roles in different locations within the cell. Proteins found in adhesion and endocytic structures of the plasma membrane and which also traffic to the nucleus perhaps represent the more spectacular examples of this phenomenon. The mechanisms involved in the transport of these molecules through the nuclear pores and their potential nuclear functions are discussed.